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Harlow, UK, 18 May 2009 - Argenta Discovery Limited, the respiratory drug 
discovery and development company, today announces a major milestone in its joint 
programme with AstraZeneca aimed at identifying improved inhaled bronchodilators 
to treat chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD).  
 
This important milestone marks the first candidate drug from the collaboration to 
enter Phase I safety and tolerability studies. This drug candidate is on track to enter 
Phase II ‘proof-of-concept’ trials later this year.  
 
The original agreement between the two companies was announced in January 2007. 
Scientists from the two companies are collaborating to identify long-acting muscarinic 
(M3) antagonist (LAMA) and dual-acting muscarinic antagonist-β2 agonist (MABA) 
candidate drugs. These compounds will be developed as once-daily, inhaled mono or 
combination therapies. AstraZeneca will be responsible for the development and 
worldwide commercialisation of products arising out of the collaboration. Dependent 
upon success, Argenta is eligible for further development, regulatory and sales 
milestone payments. Royalties will also be payable to Argenta.  
 
Commenting on the progress, Dr. Christopher Ashton, Argenta Discovery’s CEO, 
said, “The programme continues to deliver beyond the expectations of both parties 
and we are firmly on track to achieve our joint strategic goals for the programme.” 
 
ENDS 
 
For further information, please contact: 
 
Chris Ashton, Argenta Discovery +44 (0) 1279 645 645 
 
Notes to Editors 
 
Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease  
Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) is a disease state characterized by 
airflow obstruction that is progressive and current therapies, including inhaled 
corticosteroids, fail to treat disease progression. COPD is a leading cause of morbidity 
and mortality worldwide with an overall prevalence in adults over 40 years currently 
estimated at between 9 and 10%. Unlike many other major diseases, deaths due to 
COPD are increasing and the World Health Organisation (WHO) estimates by 2030 
that COPD will be the third leading cause of mortality and fifth leading cause of 
morbidity in the world. Thus there is a high level of unmet medical need for this 
progressive and debilitating disease.  
 
About Argenta Discovery 
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Argenta Discovery was founded in August 2000. Argenta has expertise in chronic 
respiratory diseases, including Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease (COPD) and 
severe asthma. The company has generated a portfolio of pre-clinical bronchodilator 
and anti-inflammatory programmes with the goal of demonstrating clinical proof-of-
concept.  In 2009, Argenta completed its first Phase II clinical trial with ADC4022, an 
investigational medicine for the treatment of Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease 
(COPD) and severe asthma. 
 
Argenta also has a contract research division that provides integrated drug discovery 
services to a range of leading pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies 
worldwide. Argenta employs approximately 160 people and is based in Harlow, 
Welwyn Garden City and Slough, UK. For more information about Argenta 
Discovery, please visit www.argentadiscovery.com 
 
About AstraZeneca 
AstraZeneca is a major international healthcare business engaged in the research, 
development, manufacturing and marketing of meaningful prescription medicines and 
supplier for healthcare services. AstraZeneca is one of the world's leading 
pharmaceutical companies with healthcare sales of US$ 31.6 billion and is a leader in 
gastrointestinal, cardiovascular, neuroscience, respiratory, oncology and infectious 
disease medicines.  For more information about AstraZeneca, please visit 
www.astrazeneca.com 
 


